: 


niverzalist Magazine. 









——= 








———oooooee ls 


VOL. Vil. 


BOSTON, SA‘TURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1825, 


| UBLISHED SATURDAYS, BY H. BOWEN, NO. 4, PROVINCE-HOUSE ROW, NEAR THE OLD SOUTH..$ 2,50 PER ANNUM.-2, IF PAID IN ADV ANCr. 
V ] 4 = . 4 . 


A ae -_ —_—— 


NO, 17. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. sin, who no sooner were acquainted with Jesus mee 
. 1 they were ready to contend with the pharisees in his 
favor. 
sabbath. and his disciples were so perverse as to eat 
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see) witiout first washing their hands. These exceptions | 


* , . | . aS , 4 r ‘ P ie . . 
your good works, and glorify your Father which isin, to the religious character of Christ and his disciples 


A SHORT SERMON ON MORALITY. Jesus was accused of disregarding the holy 


hearven.’’—Mat. v. 16. 


| seemed to be associated with their want of such ac- 
| quirements as were obtained at the established schools 
. © “4 | . . . . 
It is. by no means, an unprofitable study carefully | ang institutions of theological learning. 


to examine into the probable circumstances which oc- | fects, when brought into one view. sat forth such de- 


These de- 


. st Say) } P ‘ . 
casioned the sayings of our Saviour. | formily as was reatly disgusting to the learned and pi- 


Inhis sermon ov the mount, among other allusions, | 44. doctors of the law and their honorable and relig- 


the divine teacher had reference to the nature and | jo... associates, the elders and pharisees of the Jewish 
character of the opposition to his doctrine, which had) Gyureh 


already began to exert itself, and which he well | The established religion was in danger of being left 
knew would wax still more vi slent as his cauze shonld without foundation if the doctrine and religion of Je 


gain proselytes and prevail. Inthisreference he said; <y. prevailed; and, to complete the dreaded picture, 


“Blessed are ye when min shall revile you, and per-| morality would be prostrated at the shrine of the new 
secute you, and shall say all manner of evil against | religion! In order to form any adequate conceptior 
Among other evil sayings, | of those times and (hese occasions, we must call to ou: 
the Saviour well knew that his enemies would not be | aesistance what has been in our own times. 


you falsely for my sake.” 
The doc 
sparing of their reproaches of immorality. It was uat-| trine of God’s universal goodness, manifested in th: 
ural to expect this sort of opposition, from the nature! clear light in which Jesus preached it, has met with 
and character of the false religion of the superstitious | the same kind of opposition in our day, as it did in the 
pharisees ; for as they sopposed that the divine favor days of the apostles aud their divine master. How 
conld he secured by no ether means than hy that kind | often have we heard it asserted, that if this new doc- 
of righteousness by which they were distinguished from | trine be true, it is no matter how immorally we live. 
other people, they would necessarily become lond and | And again, what evil thing has there not tem sald ‘of 
vehement in their invectives against a doctrine and! those who profess this doctrine? The similarity be- 
religion which gave encouragement for sinners, such | (ween our times and those to which we have alluded 
as publicans and harlots, to hope in the divine favor. | is such as to warrant the belief that consequences cor- 
On the part of the “aviour he carried the light of di- 





respondingly similar must be expected. For instance ; 


vine truth so direct!y in the faces of these pharisees.| As the popular religion of our times teaches that the 


that he tol! them that publicans and harlots should | necessity and utility of religion and moral virtue are 


the rewards which they merit in the eternal world, if! 


enterthe kingdom of lieaven before them; and on the | 
part of bis opposers it was stated directly to him, that | jt be maintained that our heavenly Father hath given 
he was a Samaritan and hada devil. to ali men eternal life in Jesus, of what possible use| 

A little attention to the operations of cause and ef- can this religion and morality be to those who are at 
fect will at once discover to us that it was natural to! {heir expense and trouble’? ‘They are of no more! 
expect the reproaches of immorality from the enemies! worth, in this case, than the religion and morality of 


r ce i o "oO : > ev . ‘ So | ° . ° . . 
of the sospel. The votaries of whatever is establish-| the old pharisees were, which in place of introducing | 


divine things on the mind. We frequently hear the 
sound of voices in the streets, of persons praying in 
houses in the evening, and the heavy shouts of Amen 
from those who join in such noisy devotion. In the 
eyes of such people how must those appear, who mind 
no body’s concern but their own on the sabbath day; 
who in place of spending their nights at prayer and 
conference and whispering meetings, are at home with 
their consorts and children enjoying the society, the 
ease and rest which are so sweet to our nature, and so 
compatible with our enjoyments; who join no mission- 
ary societies, nor pay any monies to aid the efforts di- 
rected to proselyte people of other countries to the be- 
lief that our Father in heaven has excluded, from all 
eternity, millions of human beings from his favor for- 
ever, and who are never kuown to lift up their voices 
in prayer to him who knows our hearts, so as to be 
heard by the multitude in the streets? 

Being acquainted with the accusations which are 
now brought against those who have embraced the 
doctrine and religion of Christ and his disciples, in the 
present day, we are well satisfied concerning the 
nature and character of the opposition which exerted 
itself against the same cocirine and religion in the 
first age of their establishment in the world; and who- 
ever will endeavor to compare those times with the 
present, will be sensibly struck with the similarity 
thereby discovered, 

The language of our text seems to suggest the fol- 


lowing thoughts; Our opposers pretend that my doc- 
trine sets aside the law and its requirements, that it 


destroys the foundation of religion and virtue, and in- 


'dulges in every thing impious and immoral ; but I wish 


to assure you that | am not come to destrov the law 
or the prophets; so far from this, | am come to foifil 


‘them ; and in order for you to live up to my doctrine, 


you must practice those moral virtues, which emit 


‘such a clear light to the understanding of men, that 


they may thereby be convinced that their objections 
are founded only in a mistaken theory, and that they 
are refuted by matter of fact. 


ed in society feel themselves justified in opposing in- 
novation with whatever means can be employed; and) 
as society always entertains a high respect for moral 
virtue aud good works, no little is done against a relig- 
ion by making people believe that its supporters are 
immoral, and that their doctrine naturally tends to 
make them so. That the religion which Jesus taught 
was immoral, the pharisees could entertain no doubts. 
He, besides telling them that publicans and harlots 
would go into the kingdem of heaven before them, | 
taught the people thst their heavenly Father loved 
his enemies and did them good, and that they were | 
required toimitate the divine goodness and impartial- | 
ity. In view of such sentiments, what could have 
been more natural than for the pharisees to feel of- | 
fended to indignation ? They had spared no pains in 
their attention to the severe duties which they had 
voluntarily imposed on themselves for the sake of ob- 
taining the divine favor, on the one hand, and of es 
capiug the wrath which they saw lowering over the 
heads of pblicans and berlots, on the other. But Je- 
sus told them, that publicans and harlots shou!d go 
© the kingdom of heaven before them! What could 
ave appeared to them more impious? Add to this, 
80 heinous a provocation, his constant friendship for 
PpuBlicans and sinners, and the gracious words which 
pi Mp neat from his lips. His niracies 

performed ou such as were bora in 


int 


h 





| them ivto the kingdom of heaven, to the exclusion of | 


| promote their religion inforeign conntries,compaszingsea 
' 7h . 7. i ; . 
‘and land to make proselytes. ‘They have, in our times, Fe required to let men see, the question may be solv- 


It seemed to avail little or nothing to reason on the 
others, were the reason why others entered it before | false theories which the superstitious had adépted to 
them. The old pharisees, besides paying tithes of Convince them of their errors; it was therefore the direc- 
mint, annise and cummin, paid a strict regard tothe tion of the “aviour that his disciples should convince 
sabbath, by carefully avoiding to do a fellow creature their enemies by a careful attention to good works, 
a favor on that day, and by finding fault with s:4h,” that their opinions concerning them were incorrect.— 
who so much gave way to the feelings of humanity, as | Agreeably to this instruction, St. Peter, who had Jearn- 
to do as Jesus did, who healed on the Sabbath day.— | ed of his divine master, supported his advice with the 
They also made many and long prayers, stan:ling in| following; ‘*For so is the will of God, that with well 


ithe corner of streets and causing their voices to be | doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish 


heard by the multitude. Corresponding with these |™en.” 

efforts of supererogation, our religionists in our times, | It is worthy of particular notice, that our text does 
have established systems of money concerns, in sup- | not require us to tet people hear much said about re- 
port of which they collect, by every means in their ligion, and the good works we perform, but that men 


power, all the money possible for pious purposes, to MAY se¢ Our good works. 
If it be asked what those good works are which we 


exerted themselves, even to a rage, to prevent the ed at once by reference to the account we have in the 
traveller, who was far frou his family from pursuing 25th of St Matthew, concerning those good works 
the journey which would bring him to the bosom of which rendered those acceptable who were favored 
the domestic charities. And this they have done, W'th a place at the right hand of the Judge. It was 
even to the disturbance of the public peace and the sail to them, “Come ye blessed of my Father, inher- 
devotions of the sanctuary! They are also in the ha- ?t the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
bit of attending prayer meetings oiten and at late hours Of ‘he world; for | was an hungred, and ye gave me 
of night ; examination meetings. and even whispering ™e4!; | was thirsty, and ye gave me drink ; | was a 
meetings, where a godly ministerputs his face close to Stanger, and ye took me in ; naked, and ye clothed 
the faces of the people assembled, both male and fe- | Me; 1 was sick, and ye visited me; I was in prison, 
male, and with a small still verce endeavors to enforce #24 ye came uato me.” Here is ncthing said about 
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ference meetings; nothing about money paid to mis- 


sionary societies ; but the hungry are fed, the naked 
are clothed, the stranger, the sick and imprisoned re- 
ceive the needed attentions. ‘These are the good 
works which the Saviour approves and which St. Paul 
says, ‘tare good and profitable unto men.”’ 


To people who have been much reproached for | 


adhering to the benevolent doctrine of the divine, im- 
partial goodness, there appears to be no small encour- 
agement to persevere in their endeavors to convince 
their enemies that their doctrine is not licentious, by 
the evidence of their good works ; for it is very certain 
that much, and even the greatest part of this reproach 
has already subsided by the force of this required 
duty. If what our enemies foretold had come to pass, 
we should, at this time, in place of making constant 
and rapid advances, as a denomination, have heen 
epeken of as a most wretched sect, whose impiety and 
immorality had years ago been their entire destruc- 
tion and overthrow. But having kept on our course, 
doing all in our power, though very imperfect, to re 


commend that “grace of God which bringeth salva- 


‘ion to all men, and which teacheth us that denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
and righteously, and godly in the present world,” by 
an attention to such heavenly instruction, we have ob- 
tained the respect and confidence of our opposers, in 
so great a degree as to give us entire satisfaction, that 
this method is not only the most promising of suocess, 
but infallible as to its desired end. 

As moral light advances it will more clearly discover 
those important truths, which have been long hid from 
thousands, anc it will be known that men are capable 
of being both pious and moral, in the very best sense 
of the words, on the same principle which induces 
them to render their temporal circumstances as cow- 
fortable as possible while they live in 
When we, at great expense, remove mountains and 
rocks and trees that we may enjoy a comfortable 


road through our country, the privileges of the road | 


are our ample reward. We are not taught to believe 
that the making of these roads will secure us the fa- 


vour of God in the future world. And when we right- 


ly understand that the way of holiness is the only com- | 
fortable path for our feet, we shall walk in it for sake | 


of its convenience. 


Let these few hints encourage us in the way of, 
well doirg, that others seeing our good works may glo- | 


rify our Father who is in heaven. H. &. 





LONGFVITY. 

According tothe annual Obituary of Russia, lately 
published, there died in Polaizka, in that Empire, dur- 
ing the last year, aman aged 168 years; having seen 
seven sovereigns on the throne. He was at the famous 
battle of Pultown, in 1769,—was married, for the third 
time at the age of 93, and lived with his wife 50 
years.-—One of his sons was 25 years old, in1796.--His 
descendavts were 128.He enjoyed a largess from the Jin- 
perial Family, and till his ‘65d year, was in robust 
health. The age of this Nestor exceeded that of Old 
Parr by 16 years. 
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From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 


MINUTES 
OF THE PROCFEDINGS OF TRE GENERAL CONVENTION 
OF UNIVERSALISTS, SEPTEMBER, 
1825. 


The Ministers and De!egates composing the General 


Convention of Universalists of the New Evgland 
States and others, assembled, according toadjournment, 
in HARTLAND, Vt: on the 20th Sept. 1825, and opened 
the-session, by wuéting with Br. Paal Dean, in solemn 


thank giving and® prayer, 





tithes of mint, of Annis and Cuminin ; nothing about | 
Jong and loud prayers ; nothing about prayer and con- | Moderator. Br. Russecs Srreeter, Clerk, and Br. 


the world. | 


Organized the Council, by choosing Br. PAu Dean, nesday and Thursday in June, 1%26. Brs, H. H. Win. 
i cherter, J. Brooks and W. Skinner, to visit the Frank. 
‘lin Association, at Wilmington, Vt. on the 3d Wednes.- 
Appointed Brs. H. Ballou, 2d. R. Streeter, and K.; day and ‘Thursday of October, 1825. 

Haven, a committee to receive applications forletters; .Voled, That this Council accept the report of their 
of Fellowship and Ordination, and to make a seasona-| Committee, to grant letters of fellowship to Brs, Ores- 
tes A. Brownson, of Ballston, N. Y. James H. Bugbee, 


| Donpuus Skinner, ‘Asst. Clerk. 


ble report thereof to this Council. | 
Br. Wm. Morse addressed the Throne of Grace, and | of Providence, R. I. Zenas Thompson, of Turner, Me, 


| 
'the Council adjourned to meet again on Wednesday | Josiah Gilman, of Guildford, N. H. and Ezekiel Vose, 


| of New-London, N. H. as preachers of the gospel of 


, morning, at 8 oclock. “ne 
WEDNESDAY, A.M.8 o’clock—convened in Coun- | Christ; and that Ordination be conferred on Brs, Wm, 
‘cil, and invoked the Divine blessing with Br. Gard- Bell and M. B. Ballou, as approved laborers in “this 
fe ' . ministry.” 
Read the Certificates and Letters of Delegates from PUBLIC ORDINATION SERVICE, 
attended to verbal reports from Thursday Morning—Introductory Prayer hy Broa, 
gratifying and encouraging in-| Kinsman; Sermon by Br. S. Streeter. from Joa. xhii.4; 
the charge 
and delivery of the scriptures, by Br. Samuel Hilliard; 
right hand of fellowship, by Br. S. Cobb; concluding 
prayer by Br. L. Willis. 

Preparations having been made by the brethren in 
Hartland, for the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, the 


| several societies, and 
‘others: and received 


| telligence. consecrating prayer by Br. R. Streeter 
| Voted, To grant the request of the following Socie- 
ties, to be received into the fellowship of the General 
, Convention of Universalists. viz. **The Restorationist 
‘Society in Royalton,” Vt. ‘The First Universalist So- 
l ciety of Piermont,” N. H “The Universal Society of 
| Restorationers in Richmond,” N. H. **The Universal- | symbolical elements were administered, by Brs. Dean 
‘ist Society in Randolph,” Vt. “The First Society of |and S. Streeter, through the assistance of Deacons of 
‘United Christian Friends, called Restorationists, at | different churches, to about two hundred participants, 
lin the presence of a large assembly of spectators. 
PUBLIC INSTALLATION SERVICE, 

Thursday Afternoon—Introductory prayer by Br. C. 
Gardner; Sermon by Br. P. Dean, from Acts xx. 28; 
installing prayer by Br. H. Ballou ; charge and deliv- 
ery of the scriptures by Br. R. Streeter ; right band of 
fellowship by Br. H. Ballou, 2d. ; 
by Br. D, Skinner. 


Being assembled in Council, Resolred, unanimously, 


' 


| Saratoga Springs,”’ N. Y. and ‘*The Universalist Socie- 
|ty of South Woodstock,” Vt. 

Voted, To grant the request of the Universalist So- 
ciety in Hartland, to have Br. R. Bartlett installed, 
during the session, as pastor of that church and so- 
ciety. 

PUBLIC EXERCISES, WEDNESDAY, A. M. 

| The first praver by Br. W. Morse; the sermon by 

| Br. 8. Cobb, from Mat. xxii. 37—40; the last prayer That this Conveution approve the doings of the Bas- 

by Br. K. Haven. tern Association, in forming the “Christian Visitant 
PUBLIC EXERCISES-AFTERNOON. | Society,” for the publication and gratuitous distribu- 


concluding prayer 





| First prayer by Br. David Ballou; the sermon by | tion of interesting and useful articles in a pampblet 
| Br. H. Ballou, from 1 Kings ii. 5; the closing prayer | form, 

iby Br. Wm. Bell. | Feted, That the next session of this Convention, be 
| Having returned to the Council Wall, it was Resolr-| held at Wells, Vt. on the 3d Wednesday and lhurs- 
ro | day in Sept. 1826. 


\ed, on motion of a brother, to appoint a commiltee 
oled, That Br. Russell Streeter be appointed to 


deliberate on the expediency of forming a Charrludbic 
| Socrety, for the purpose of raising a fund for the reiics | Prepare and superintend the printing of the Minutes of 
) the proceedings of this session of the Convention; aud 
}that the same be published in the Christian Intelligea- 
cer, printed at Portland, Me. accompanied by a Circu- 
iar Letter, as soon as may be convenient. 
chosen. | FKoled, That Br. Streeter be also requested to pub- 
ljish the 


Loiversalists, 


‘of widows and orphaus of deceased brethren in the 
‘«pimistry of Universal Grace, who may be leit in indi- 
| gent circumstances: Whereupon, Brs, I. Bailou, Paul 
| Dean, 5. Streeter, D. Vailou, and R. Bartiett were 


oi tne General Convention of 


the 


| EVENING SERVICE. esemeneta 
| First prayer by Br. Warren Skinner; Sermon by Br. 


; Ym, 


acceSmpanied with ameudment 

| ms 7 . P : 

| which was adopted ai Siratford, Vt. Sept. 1824. 

| Morse, from 1 Jonniv. i6; last prayer by i. G. |; ‘The business of this meeting having been amicably 
Farnsworth, 


| con iucted aud satisfactorily coaypleted, the Council 
Br. 5. Cobb called upon the Lord, and the Couueil 


Streeter ia offering the bum- 
the 


: junited with Br. Russ 
adjourned to Thursday worning, & o’clock. 


TUURSDSY 
Council, and supplicated the bix 


| ble tribute of tha 2ving and supplication to 
i 


VIORNING, & o'clock —conveues in) Giver of + erfect gili; aud adjoursed 
the session as avove deiermmed, 


PiLUt DEAN, Moderator. 


iUSSELL © LETTER, an 


rS$llics wi s-2CGVeu, Witii 
Br. Aaron Kinsman. 


i 

| 
Received heart-cheering intelligence by the reports & ue Cop) 12 Clerks. 
of the committees appointed at the last session o1 this | scitss mt ne § 
| 
| 
| 
1} 


Convention, to visit the several associations. Note. The visiting we et t ihe Conyention 
Appointed Brs. A. Kinswan, R. Streeter, and K, | VOU De pleased in expressing, im their mmdividual Ca= 
Haven a committee, to visit the Northern Association |Pacity, Ureir obugations of gratiwie to the bretoren 
of Univeisalists, to be boiden at Danville, Vt. on the | t#9 Priends tu Hartland, of whose ‘ibera‘ity and kind 
first Weduesday and i bursday of Ociober, }825. Bre. attentions they soared so bounttuliy; nor weuld they 
ik. Turner, 5. Cobb, and,R. Streeter, to visit the Lias- jneglect expiblitng a proper tribute of respect avd 
tern Association at Union, Me. on the fourth WWea- | premens to the accomplished Chom of singers, le by 4. 
| Josiah Perkins of Windsor, whose excellent perlor- 


brs. John Bisbe, 
ji. D. Pickering, and J. Flagg, to visit the Southern | 

Association at Dana, Mass. on the second Weduesday | or to the science and art of music, aud excited m the 
and Thursday in June, 1826. Brs. H. Ballou, &. | hearts of a crowded auditory, sentimeuts of high es- 
‘Turner and Paul Dean, to visit the Rockingham Asso- | °®™s sar ae 
ciation, at Meredith Bridge, N. H. on the 4th Wed- 
nesday and ‘Vhursday of August, 1026. Brs. L. Willis, MINISTERS PRESENT. 

R. Bartlett and W. Bell, to attend the New-Hamp- H. Ballou, P. Dean, §. Streeter, M. B. Ballou, Bos- 
shire Association, at Jatlrey, N. H. on the lirst Wed- jton; if. Baiiou, 2d. Roxbury; C, Garduer, Charles- 


nesday and Thursday in June, 1826. 


ior the performers Whose allendauce 


punctual and becoming. 


—_—~— 
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. ; ‘ 
}mances auimated the devotions oi the te uipie, did hone 
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Senne nes : 

unrest T. G. Farnsworth, Newton, Mass. ba Cobb, 
Waterville; R. Streeter, Portland, and Z. Thompson, 
Turner, Me.; W. Skinner, Langdon; L. Willis, Le 
panon; D. Ballou, Richmond; E. Vose, New London ; 
W. Bell, Pelham, and J. Gilman, Guilford, N. H.; 
W. Moree, late of Philadelphia, Pen. ; D. Skinner, Sa- 
ratoza Springs, and O. A. Brownson, Ballstown, N. Y. 
S, Hilliard, Clarenden; A. Kinsman, Wells; K. Ha- 
ven, Bethel, and R. Bartlett, Hartland, Vt.; J. H. 


Bugbee, Providence, R. I. 





GENERAL EPISTLE--1825. 


To the Brethren and Friends ‘ of like precious faith,’ 
whithersoever scattered abroad, to whom this brief ad 
dress may come—-the Ministers and Delegates, com- 
posing the General Convention of Universalists, for 
eighteen hundred and twenty fire, tender christian feli- 


citation and benediction :— 


You are earnestly invited, fellow believers in the, é : 
. less solicitude, lest they fall into those habits in early | bence the first question which should arrest our atten- 


truth as itis in Jesus, to participate with us in the a- 
bundaut joys of the late conventional meeting. The 
occasion may be humbly announced, as having been 
highly interesting and heavenly. The business of the 
Council, which is recorded in the preceding 
was conducted and finished in a perfectly harmonious 


Minutes, 


manner. ‘The services of the sanctuary were well at- 
tended, by a numerous and attentive auditory. The 
divine presence was manifestly in our midst, and the 
glory of the Lord shone, from his works and his word, 
round about us. Our hearts were much encouraged 
by witnessing a more full representation of societies, 
by delegates and letters, than usual; and the ac- 
counts from various directions, were such as to augur 
well for the future prospects of our common cause.— 
The accession tothe minisiry, and tothe uumber of so- 
cieties already in fellowship with this convention, af- 
ford a subject for pleasing consideration to all who re- 
joice at the dissemination of light and truth, aud the 


increase of good order and practical] piety. Were it 


necessary and becoming, we might indulge in strains | 


of exultation aud rejoicing. Hut we deem it improper ; 
since none could be essentially benefitted by passion- 
ate transports and adventurous flights to the starry re- 
gions of anticipated triumph. Bestowing no more at- 
tention on the past. than what may be useful for ma- 


tual cong: 





to depart from all] inquity.” 


MAGAZINE. 
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emptiness and vanity. Let us then, be immediately 


excited to new and vigilant exertions for the promo- 
ion of the truth. Let ministers and people be heartily 
united, in formiug, supporting, and continuing in oper- 
ation, regular and well governed societies. Let the 
usual ordinances of the gospel be duly and statedly ob- 
served. Letthe preachers of the cross, strive to pro- 
duce serious and devotional meditation in their hear- 
ers ; to elevate the tone of moral feeling and improve 
the religious sensibility of the heart; exhorting, ad- 
monishing and rebuking, with tearful earnestness, as 
occasions may require; while the auditors should pos- 


sess a teachable disposition and spirit, endeavoring to 
profit by all wholesome instructions, ‘“‘and to adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.” 


Let all 
professors of the impartial faith in Christ, consider the 
wighty influence of personal example, and “be careful 


watch overthe morals of their children, as witb breath- 


Let believing parents 
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which occasion you selected for your text the words of 
the prophet Amos, ‘Prepare to meet thy God, O Is- 
rael.”” . 

Ihave since been prompted by the use which you 
made of this passage of scripture to consider it atten- 
tively ; and having concluded to give publicity to my 
views concerning it, I shall embody them in the form 
of a letter which I respectfully address to you, who 
first called my attention to a particular consideration 
of it. 

I conceive it to be highly necessary in order to as- 
sertain the true import of the prophet’s exhortation, to 
understand what the sacred writers mean by the coming 
of the Lord. For how can we tell what it was that 
the prophet would have Israel] prepare to meet, before 
we learn what he meant by the coming of the Lord.-—— 
It is unreasonable to suppose he meant that they 
should prepare to meet God in person, as one man 


may meet another. His language is figurative; and 


life, which will not only prevent their usefulness, but | tion is, what is*meant by the coming of the Lord, 


‘ 
| 
j 
| 


friendliness may be manifested towards professors of 
‘other doctrines—that as our principles are better un- 
derstood, lest time may be devoted to argument, and 
increasing attention be paid toexperimental and practi- 
“till we all come in the unity of the faith 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a per- 
fect man ; unto the measure of the stature, of the ful- 


tulation and encouragement, let us “leave 


the things which are behiud.’ and, fixing our eye on 


the main orjecl of religious pursuit, endeavor to be 


heartily united, “and vo onto pertection a9 ‘] he ex 


Citement to exertions, is the same, in all intellizent be- 
ings, however various the means which are employed 
for the attainment of the destred yhject. Happeness, 
in some of its ¢ aptivating forms, isthe subject sf antic- ’ 
a ' ; = oniy 1UUU proselytes! And even 
ipation, ibe great question then, which sherld in- abotuous. ibe greater part of which perish by apestacy. 
de all minor considerations, and be continually pre-) Ateut (wo years be ore my depai:ture trom Incia, the 
seufed in allits length and breadth, before the inteHec- | Protestaut Missionaries of Serampore found themselves | 
tual eye, is. What can be done by humen means. aided Yoder the vecessity of discharging from their service 
by dis revelation. to improve the heart and meliorate **' their new converis, whom they had employed in 
thee itual condition cf man 2? The doctrine which thet printiug-house. I hese new Chrisiians having 
ver ” lo-t their caste by embracing Christianity, and finding 
we hive embraced, professes to maintain, that God themseives destitute, presented a memorial to, Dr. 
Wilrender ail m sa] tively happy, tin the dis- Viddietongthe tishop of Calcutta, explauing to him, | 
| ‘iow of the fuloess of times; and-if this be} that wheu the Missionaries induced them to become 
Heaven's truth id we imbibe it in its spirituatity § hestians, they lad promised to supply them with 
aed power. it will reflect same’tiey of vi dias; the meats of existence.— the missiovanes alleged, in 
pas ; their Justucation, that they had been compelled to act 
" in oar believing hearts; @ will render US jy this manner, because these wretches, after their con- 
measu ud excite to new aud more viger- version to Christianity, had become so viczous, and 
ons endeave; impart ¢ same divinw, blessing to ©*Pp cially so interuperate, that they feared lest the 


} & tet 2h ' a 
(hose who still remain in kbess aad unheref, 


> ) e &% 
Beloved Brethre nb: if) we hovestiy believ« our relig- 


ion to be productive of more rea! felicity in the present | 


'terminate in wretchedness and disgrace ; and may the 
rising generation receive and cherish in their hearts 
\the pure principles of morality and religion, that when 
they may be called to occupy the stations of their ven- 
erate i predecessors, they 
their virtues, and leave a series of examples, worthy of 
imitation, by unborn millions, who shall next succeed 
the.a, on the theatre of life. 
mercy grant, that ‘no root of bitterness may spring up 
among us,’’? as a christian denomination—that no un- 


ss 


cal godliness, 


ness of Christ.’ 


The Grace, Mercy and Peace of God, rest on all 


may emulate and excel 


And may kind Heaven in 





Iwas a practice among the Jews tocall any uncom- 


| mon display of divine power, or any signal judgment, 


the coming of the Lord, And it is but a corresponding 
figure which the prophet uses, when he calis on men 
to meet the Lord, or prepare to meet him when he 
comes. Your attention is directed, dear sir, to the 
following passages of scripture. 

Isaiah Ixvi. 15, 16. “For behold, the Lord will come 
with fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to 
render his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames 
of fire. For by fire and by his sword will the Lord 
plead with all flesh.”? Notice with respect to this 
passage, that it describes some judgment which God 
inflicted upon those who had sinned. In the preceed- 
ing verse it is called, **his indignation toward his ene- 
mies.”? And this is called the coming of the Lord.— 
It was not a real, personal appearance; but rather 
some remarkable interposition of divine power. 

See also Zech. xiv. 5, 6. ‘*And ye shall flee to the 


~ 


berein addressed, and on ail his Israel, forever. Amen} alley of the mountains ; for the valley of the moun- 
tains shall reach unto Azal: yea, ye shall flee, like as 
‘ :y , 


Per Order. 
R. STREETER. 


and Amen. 





ATTEMPS TO CONVERT THE NATIVES OF THE EAST 


TO CHRISTIANITY. 


Thirty years have already elapsed since Protestant 


Missionaries bave been numerous tbhrovghout ludia. 


Vurtug ti 


years wui terrupted labor, they reckon, 


ing to the acknowleivement of their own advocate, | consume away in their mouth.” 
; 
are mere | to be said here, than that 


these 


sizht of the daily and scandalous excesses commil- 
ed by them should pervert the whole of their Pagan 


| wort men.— Oreental Lrerald. 


world, than any other, shou!d we not manifest a good | 


degree of zeal and earnestness in propagating and ex- 
tending it ? ole 


= 


Other things being equal, there isno a} 


j ie 


Inattention in professors to 


ogy for luke-warmness end indifference that 
not for ns, is against us, 


1 ° , ‘ . . 
the sacred interests of our cause, carries the implication 


i 
{ 
| 


to beholders, either that our sentiments are unworthy: 


of cultivation, or that the profession of them is mere 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 
LETTER TO REV. MR. P****, 
A METHODIST MINISTER. 


Dear Brother,--Some time since | heard you deliver 
9 discourse at the funeral of two brothers, young men 
who were drowned in the town of Hopkinton; on 


iat luterval, they have circniated in the coun- 
dy upwards of a million of Bibles ; and after thirty 
acco,d- |Consume away io their holes, and their tongue shall 





ye fled before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah 
king of Judah, and the Lord my God shail come, and 
By looking at verse 12 of 
the same chapter, the judgment which the prophet 


all the saints with thee.” 


here calls the coming of the Lord, is more particularly 


described. ‘*And this shall be the plague wherewith 


‘the Lord will smite all the people that have fought 


) 
| 


; 
‘for thy day is come, the time that 


i 
} 
| 
; 
} 


/against Jerusalem, their flesh shall 


consume away 
while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall 


Nothing more needs 
this corroborates what was 


| before said, that the judgments of God upon sinners are 


called the coming of the Lord. 

Please to notice Jer. 1. 31, **Behold, | am against 
thee, O thou most proud, saith the Lord God of hosts; 
Twill visit thee.” 


| Here the language is varied a little, but the same fig- 


ure is preserved. Now that Jeremian reierred tosome 


calamity or judgment which was to come upon Baby- 


{ ° e . 
j ton is evident from the verses connected with the fore- 


{ 

















i 


going. See verses 29, 30, **Call together the archers 
against Babylon: all ye that bend the bow camp a- 
yainst it round about; let none thereof escape : recom- 
pense her according to her work: accordivg to all 
‘hat she hath done, do unto her: for she hath been 
proud against the Lord, against the holy one of Israel. 
Uherefore shall her young men fall in the streets, and 
all her men of war shall be cut off in ¢hut day, said the 
Lord.” ‘This day is the same spoken off in verse 31, 
quoted above,—‘-for thy day ts come, the time that £ 
will visit thee ;? which serves to shew that this judg- 
ment upon Babylon was called by the prophet a visit 
of the Lord to that city. 

See for one moment Hosea xiii. 8, “J will meet 
them as a bear that is bereaved of her whelps, and. 
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1 wil! rend the caul of their heart, and*there will J de- | not be understeod as a remarkable interposition of di- 
vour them like a lion: the wild beast shall tear them.” | vine power, as a manifestation of Christ in this way, 
Notice particularly here, that God was said to meet|rather than a personal appearance. We know very 
men, in the judgments which he sent upon them. well that our Lord explicitly declared that he should 
Now if, as has been shewn, the Jews called any un-| come before the generation on the earth, at that time, 
common judgment dhe coming of the Lord.& if in these | had passed away, and even before his apostles had 
judgments God was said to visit men and /o meet them, | “gone over the cities of Israel.”? (Mat. xvi. 27, 28.— 
it was very natural for the prophet, when a great ca- | x. 23.) It was probably in consequence of this that 
lamity was impending over them, to exhort them as in| the early christians expected to see his coming. And 
your text, to prepare to meet their God. Divesting! althongh it transpired during the time which our Lord 
the subject of figure, we should say, the jodgments of | specified, yet it did not take place as soon as they ex- 
God are coming, prepare to meet them. And if any| pected it. They became impatient, and the apostles 
thing more is necessary to satisfy you that this is the; took means to quiet them, always encouraging thew 
sense in which the prophet used the words you select-| that they should live to see it, and that it theu was 
ed from him, you will find it in the very chapter from | drawing nigh. 

which your text was taken. See verses 6—11, ‘‘And| Now, sir, you do not believe that Christ appeared 
| also have given you cleanness of teeth in ail your ci-| personally on earth a second time; and yet it must be 
ties, and want of bread in all your places: yet have ye | allowed that whatever he weant by his re-appearaice 
‘not returned upto me, saith the Lord. And alsol have!has actually taken place. ‘The generation which wa 
withholden the rain from you,when there were yet tbree | on the earth when Christ declared that he should reap- 
months to the harvest: 
one city, and caused it not to rain upon another city; 





and I cansed it to rain upon! pear, has passed away; the apostles have gone over 
| the cities of 
one piece was rained upon, and the piece whereupon | christians, who were encouraged by the apostles that 
it rained not withered. So two or three cities wan-' their Waster would soon manifest himself for their de- 
dered unto one city, to drink water; but they were |liverance, were long since laid in the cold bosom of 
not satisfied: yet have ye not retarned unto me, saith There is vo evidence that Christ is yet to 
the Lord. | have smitten you with blasting and mill- appear: for if his words do not prove that he came be- 
dew: when your gardens and your vineyards and your, ore the generation wh» h 
fig-trees and your olive trees increased, the palmer- 
worm devoured them: yet have ye not returned unto 
me, saith the Lord. 
lence after the manner of Fgypt: your young men havel | 
slain with the sword, aud have taken away your horses; 


Israel; those despised and persecuted 


ibe earth. 


was ou the earth with him 
‘had finished its mortal existence, they do not prove 
any thing. 

I have sent among you the pesti- | But sir, the moment you allow what is so evidently 
‘incontrovertible, much of the evidence on which you 
and | have made the stink of your camps to come up ture state, will vanish out of your sight. 
unto your nostrils; yet have ye not returned unto me, 
saith the Lord. I have overttirown some of you, as. 
God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and ye were as 
a fire-brand plucked out of the burning: yet have ye | transpire iu future time. 


not returned unto me, saith the Lord.” | That the above remarks may be received by you in 


And to par- 
‘ticularize, you will discover that the celebrated para- 
} 


closes. has no reference to circumstances which are to 


In these verses the prophet particularly describes the | the spirit in which | have written, is, dear brother, the 
judgment which had come upon the countrymen of those 
whom he was addressing. 
the same to them; 


‘ferveut prayer of 
Your teilow laborer in the vineyard of 
RICHARDS, 


And God was about to do 
in consequence of which, the pro- Our commo, Master, 
phet would have them prepare for it. ‘Therefore, 
thus (referring to what he had just said) will I do unto, 
thee, O Israel.” And that this judgment is what he 
signifies by the coming of the Lord appears evident | 
from the next words. “ And because J will do this 
unto thee, prepare tomeet thy God, O Israel.” 

We frequently use similar language. How com- 
mon a thing is it for us to say, when some member ofa. 
family has been taken away. the Lord has visited 
that family, or such an eveut is the visitation of God; 
but the only way in which he has visited them, is by 
means of hisholy providence. An author whose labors 
shew that he must have been deeply versed in biblical 
learning. observes as follows: **God risits men both in 
mercy and in wrath. He risited Sarah in his mercy, 
and gave her a son, Gen. xxi. 1. He viscted the le 
raelites in Kgypt, and sent Moses to deliver them, Ex- 





GENUINE OL’ CALVINISM. 


extracts from standard Calvinist writers shall 
that 
iments with the religious 


A few 


here be given, people may Compare their 


dreams of Goths aud Vandals, 


‘Turks and Saracens, Caffrarians and New Hollanders, 
and deteraine their relative superiority 

President dwards, while speaking of men as they 
come into life, with the very nature which God has giv- 


en them, holds the following language ; 


“So that thus it is that natural men are held in the 
hands of Go° over the pit of heli; they have deserved 
the fiery pit, and are already se. tenced to it; and God 
is dreadtully provoked, his anger is as great towards 
them, as to those that are actually suffering the exe- 
cution of the fierce.ess of his wrath in hell; * * * * * * 
‘ rt) ac wre smo fi . 2 is Can fi . 
odus iii. 16. He wsiled Hannah, the mother of Sam- o- buatacadligr Gab sack ancin duced nat ouaa tats 
uel, and gave her sons and danghters, 1 Sam. ii. 21. | lay hold on them and swallow them up.” 

Aud he visited and redeemed his people by the com- 
ing of the Messiah, [uke i. 6, 8. 
his wrath and io his vengeance. 


“They are now the objects of the very same an- 
© in|ger and wrath of God, 
ments of hell. And the reason why they do not go down 
to hell at each moment is not because God, in whose | 
power they are, is not very angry with them; as an- 
gry as he is withany of those miserable cre: tures that | 


God visits als 
| He visits the iniqui- 
ty ofthe fathers upon the children, to the third and 
fourth generation, Exodus xx. 5, Visiting, i. e. remem- 
bering, inquiring into, or punishing. He threatens to 
visit the iniquity of the worshippers of the golden calf 
in the day of his vengeance, Exodus xxxii. 34. Noth- 
ing is more frequent in the language of the prophets 
than the verb fo visi/, taken in the sense of punishing, 
chastising, and revenging.” 


bear the fierceness of bis wrath.” 





he observes, 


While on this subject, permit me to recommend it | ‘The God who holds you over the pit of bell, much | 


to you to inquire whether the coming of Christ, so of- | 


the fi bhors d dreadtull »voked: hi 
tenspoken of in the New Testament. and which di-| e fire, abhors you and is dreadtully provoke is 


wrath towards you burns like fire ; he looks upon you 


derstood in (he same manner, that is, whether it should | he is of purer eyes than to bear to have you in his 








, you will be 


rely to support the doctrine of a jadgment in the fu- | 


ble with which the twenty-filth chapt)r of Matthew, 


|azainst God. 


senti- } 


| wili have 
| without cou ait 


ate —_—_—-- 





eight ; you are ten thousand {imesso abominable in his 

eves as the most hatetul and veuomous serpent is ia 
33 

ours. 


Calvin, speaking of the moral state of infants at, or 
even before their birth, advances the following Opin- 


| ion, 


“And so even infants bring their damnation with 
them from their for although they 
have not yet proluced the fruits of their i iniquity, they 
have the seed of it inclosed within them. Nay. their 
whole nature is, as it were, a seed of sins sothat it 
cannot be otherwise than odious and abominabie to 
Goad.” 


mother’s womb, 


Indeed, so fully does he believe this sentiment, that 
he repels the opposite idea with seeming warath, and 
in these words, 

‘Asif | denied that the whole race of Adam was by 


vature, under a curse, so that even infants, being bora 
to light, are liable to eternal death. 


Edwards agaiv has furnished a representation of 


man’s last state, should he continue throuch life with 
the same nature he received at his birth, or in the 


same moral state in which his rational existence com- 
for the 
GOoD’S ENEMIRFS. 


menced ; sermon is entitled, MEN NATURALLY 


“If you continue God's enemy until death, 
always be his enemy. 


you will 
And after death, your enmity 
but it will break out, and rage 

When you come to be a fire-brand 
1 be a fire od in two respects, viz as 
all on fire, fall of the fire of God's wrath: 
and also as you will be with spite and 
malize towards God. Yon will be as full of the fire of 
malice, as you will with the nre of divine vengeance ; 
snd both will make you fvil of torment. Then you 
will appear as you are, a viper indeed. You are now 
a viper, but under great a wolf in sheep’s 
clothing ; bat then your mask will he puiled off; you 
shalllose your garments and walk naked, Rev-xvi.15. 
Then will youn, asa socpent spit poison at God, and 
vent your rage and matice in fearful blasphemies.— 
Out of that mouth. out of which when yon open it will 
proceed flames, will alse proceed dreadful blasvhemies 
That same tongne, to cool which you 
will wish for a drep of water, will be eternally em- 
i ployed in cursing ge blasphe ming God and Christ.” 
Edward's Works, vol. vii. p. 198. 


This description is rendered more glowing, and the 
| horror of the picture stands out in bolder relief, when 
it is remembered that this is the damnation of infants, 
this the eternity of these little 


no restrait, 
ef h ell, you wi! 


e-biai 


nilon ablaze 


discnise ; 


vipers ! 


Anarmy of 700,000 ministers is certainly needed to 


/convert the heathen to such christianiiy, and to spread 


| sality of night 


that is expressed tn the tor- | 


In another place, addressing nafural men, or those port, 
who remain in the condition in which they were bora, | 


jas one holds a spider or some lonthsome insect, over | 


so gloricus a docitine over the earth with the univer- 
The moral, intellectual and civil con- 
dition of the pagan nations would be so astonishingly 
improved by proselytisin to this faith and a practice cor- 
respondent to it that no philanthropist, no vindicator of 
a religion, that ss anborn infants to hell, should 
longer be remiss in a work designed to enhance the glo- 
of God, and to promote the felicity of his race. 


nds 
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THIS CITY, 
My. Pbenezer K. Allen to Miss 


h of Boston 
Vir. Samuel W. Robinson to 





MARRIED 
By Rev. H. Ballou, 
Agnes Richari! son, bot 
By Rev. S. Streeter, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Smith. 
In Cambridgeport, by Rev. T. Whittemore, Mr. 
Rufus Kingsbury, of Needham, to Miss Ann me ont Nor- 
, ton, of Cambridge. 
In Roxbury, Mr. Ebenezer B. Scott to Miss Adeline 


he is now tormenting in hell, aud do there feel and Bradiee. 


In Acton, by Rev. T. Whittemore, of Cambridge- 
Mr. Simon Hosmir, 2d. to Miss Harriot Easta- 
brook, both of Acton. 





DIED IN THI 

On Sunday, Mr, 
Cassey, aged 49, 

James Price,-aged 60, 


S CITY, 
Jesse Wiltis, aged 38. Mr. John 


On Saturday evening last, Mr. 
On Sunday evening, Mrs. An- 


vines have called his second coming, should not be un- | a8 worthy of nothing eise but to be cast into the fire; na. wife of Mr. Paul Undley Richards, aged 69. Mrs. 


Elizabeth Lawson, aged 65. 
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